INTI PREW3
Conclusions Working Group on associasionism and political participation of migrants
Questions agreed by the partners: 

1. How can migrants participate in political life?

2. Why and how to strengthen migrants associations? And how to reduce inequalities between migrants and local associations?

3. How is the current economic crisis affecting the acceptance of immigrants in the EU and the work undertaken to promote intercultural dialogue and participation? What can be done?
Migrants’ participation in political life at local level

Migrants are different people with different expectations and can not be considered as a homogeneous group.

What do we mean by political life: is it formal politics or social participation only can be considered as political life already.

Participation has to be considered as a right.

There are serious obstacles to the participation of migrants in political life at local level: 

· National barriers: such as the right to vote which is regulated centrally, while it is the local level which has to face the consequences of national policies. In most EU countries the right to vote even in local elections is linked to the acquisition of citizenship of the host country. In other countries such as the Netherlands and the UK the right to vote is linked to the residence permit. This right should be transposed to the rest of EU countries. (check with Eddy and Clare: but citizenship is aquired after 5 years residence? So it is linked to citizenship then?)
· The economic aspect is fundamental: access to jobs and dignified salaries are important to the participation in political life, because the day to day struggle for survival might not leave space for political activities. However it is not the only condition.

· Access to information is crucial 

· Language is a barrier. If you don’t speak the language even if you are brilliant you can not participate

· Training such as how to speak in public, etc, is needed to encourage migrants participate in the political life

Strengthening migrants’ organisations/associations
Migrants organisations are important because they are a way of reaching other migrants. Ways of strengthening these organisations include: 

· their recognition, 

· building their capacities so that they can compete with indigenous associations. 

· Making sure that they have command of the host country language, especially members of the board. 

· Building partnerships with local authorities 

· and access to information  

· building networks of associations (migrants and indigenous) to promote learning and exchange between associations

Effects of the current economic crisis

· In Spain, unemployment is affecting migrants first who work in the construction sector and has increased dramatically leading to 400.000 people loosing their jobs. Less businesses are created and many SMEs are closing. Hpwever many migrants still work in the agricultural sector which do not seem to be affected as much as the construction sector. In the Netherlands temporary workers and migrants are the first to loose their jobs do not work in the knowledge economy. In London higher unemployment rates are affecting the car industry and the construction sector. In Crotone, most migrant workers are badanti (women home carers).  In Rome a serial of rights are being cut by the current government in the education social and health sectors such as ethnic menus in schools, social benefits and most importantly funding for the San Gallicano Hospital for undocumented migrants. 
· The crisis also means for partners from italy and spain less funding for social projects.

· International aid can suffer from cuts in budgets leading thus to increasing migration flows.
· as a solution, the municipality of Enna offers short contracts for migrants and Italians who lost their jobs. But this is a temporary solution and a more global solution needs to be found.
· The crisis is also affecting the access of migrants to housing as some are already selling their houses because they can not afford any longer to pay or they are no longer able to pay rents

· Hostility is inevitably raising.

The learning that participants took from this workshop:
- not all EU countries reached the level the Netherlands did in terms of diversity and migrants integration. This means more reflection on what has been achieved so far and what has not. Lodon will analyse the work done by other partners and seek to replicate some actions. South east amstedam will seek to network existing migrants organisations. The report of this workshop has to reach the concerned people in the European commission in order for more rights to be achieved in the rest of EU countries. If migrants can vote in the Netherlands, hungary and the UK after few years residence, why not in the rest of EU member states. A need to reinforce the common agenda for integration is needed.
