Integration Exchange: Online integration services of third country nationals

Theme 2: Implementing Common Basic Principles 5 & 6: education and access to institutions and public and private goods and services

2nd Transnational Workshop

Moderator: Edward Adusei

Expert: Rubina Boasman

WG 1: Access to Education
Background:

At EU15 level the average rate of early school leaving is 18, 3%, but differences from one member state to another range from below 5% to over 35%. While efforts in education are considered critical to preparing immigrants, in the European Framework on integration, the percentage of the immigrant population accessing higher education remains poor (12,2% in Italy) compared to that of Canada (38%) and the United States (25,9%).

1. Presentation of 4 case studies and questions & answers
Five cases were presented by the following EU member states:

Migration and Dutch language: Participation of parents in schools , Amsterdam, the Netherlands.

A socio Educational answer to the immigrant student in the province of Huelva, Spain

Access of undocumented migrants to non-compulsory education in Catalonia: Effects of the Constitutional Court decision nº237/2007", University of Barcelona, Spain

Education programs of Menedék Hungarian Association for Migrants, Hungary

Department of education of the city of Crotone, Italy

The Debating questions
A. How to tackle early school leaving in migrant children: what are the obstacles? How are these obstacles addressed in each local context? What needs to be focused on to address the problem of early school leaving at local level?

Reaction from the EU member states
The Netherlands: language skills
“The language skills are important. Parents with a low income don’t have time to follow the study of their kids. These parents first priority is to make sure that they can pay their bills. 

Most of the migrant’s parents don’t understand the school systems in the Netherlands.” 
Italy: common ground

“It’s important to create a common ground with the parents. In Crotone we dedicate time to include the parents in the development of their children. This is important for the integration of the children in the primary school. The teacher has enough time to learn the newcomers the Italian language. This is import for the development of the kids. The language learning method is working with migrants children. We are making process with the kids. We focus on the individual child.”
Huelva/Spain: social level

“The integration of the students is part of the success in school. We invest in making the students feeling welcome and making sure that they become a part of the school community. It’s important to share good study method with each other. In Huelva we work with intercultural mediator. The student feels welcome.  The intercultural mediators play a key role in this transition. The intercultural mediators explain that parents should know more of the school system in Huelva. The social integration is an important aspect for the academic success of students. 

The problem we are having as a community is tackling the discrimination and racism in the schools.” 
Poland: safe haven

“I did a part of my study aboard. I study in France. The focus was to learn the language and the culture. But I also notice that even do your circle of friends at school and at home is okay. You still want to spend time with students from your country. You feel at home with them. You don’t have to explain yourself. This is not a bad thing. It’s important for migrants to learn the language and to integrate in the society. But everyone must have the liberty to uphold their identity.”

Crotone: access is important

“The access to education is not always available for all migrants. Sometimes parents don’t have enough money to pay for the transportation or pay for the school books. School fees and school books are very expensive.  Many times parents don’t attend too the school activity. That’s why we are busy with a project to stimulate participation of immigrant’s families within the school. We hope that parents will become more active in school. We are looking for good practices. Maybe it’s possible to exchange experience with the Netherlands on this subject.” 

Sicily: the university welcomes you

“In Sicily we welcome all foreign students at my university. The university organizes different activities so that students can get to know each other. These activities make it possible for us to know more about each other culture and social background. My experience as a student with this programme is that diversity is celebrated at my university. 
What we should do for immigrant’s family is organize these types of activities for school children. The programme for migrant’s children should concentrate on the academicals skills of children.” 
Barcelona: Curriculum
“The curriculum should be adjusted to the reality of the target group. We are still teaching out of books that not coherent with the reality of the present society in Spain.  
The educational expectation that the schools have for the children should be communicate to the parents. 
The cost of the university is not always accessible for migrant’s family. The cost is very high because of the different fees you have to pay. It’s also important that the study is linked with the labour market.” 

Lecce/Italy: family problems

“Most migrants have a poor quality of living. They don’t have a house, no transportation and most of them live in bad neighbourhoods. A lot of time these family has no means for medical assistants. That’s way the parents are constantly working and the kids spend a lot of time by themselves. 

The educators don’t understand this situation. We as school should be more helpful in understanding how hard and harsh life is for these families. We should support them for their effort and what they are doing for their family. It makes no sense to judge them, but we should form a partnership with parents. And if we succeed this will reflect on the motivation and outcome of the academic result of the student’s. 

Intercultural competence is very important for are teachers.  Are teachers must be able to deal with different cultural groups.” 

Italy: national level

“Sensibility is a key word for success. We should change the stereotypes are society have about immigrants. Ideas as: Migrant’s parents don’t care about the education of their children etc. The Federal government should make legislation to change this. This should happen on federal level, province level and by the local government. 

The position of single parents is very difficult. These families struggle to manage their family.” 
Conclusions:

· Work with parents and let them know you care and understand their situation
· The poor living condition is a problem for migrant’s parents to attend to all school functions.  The consequence of this is that the parents are not able to give the children the support they need to succeed in school. 

· Teachers, Educators play a key role in activating the parents. They must be able to deal with parents from different social-, economic- and cultural background. Intercultural competence is an important working method for teachers. 

· The cultural identity is important for parents and student. Show interest and respect.
B. How to facilitate access of migrants to higher education: what are the barriers preventing migrants from entry to universities that do not relate to academic ability or motivation? How are these obstacles addressed in each local context? What needs to be done to widen the participation of migrant students in universities?

General suggestions/comments on this subject:

· Access means access. The books and school fees should not be too expensive for migrants.
· The access to information for migrant’s family should be assessable. The government should provide better information on this subject. The families should know what is possible.

· The gate keepers must have a clear view in what’s working and what’s not. 

· The law should make a different in migrants who are born in the present country and migrants who are born aboard. The present law doesn’t make any different in these two groups.

C. How to make adult education more attractive to migrants and remove obstacles to their access?

General suggestions/comments on this subject:

· Better and more information from job centre. The information of the Job centre is a way for migrants to know what type of education is needed to qualified for a job on the labour market (Spain)
· The vocational educational must improve. This type of education should prepare students with skills that is necessary for the labour market (Italy)

· A better learning method is needed to improve the vocational education (Crotone).

· More computers for poor families and more access to internet. The Women Centres and Cultural Centres can provide this type of service (Italy).

· A good timetable is essential for adults to be able to attend classes. This is a problem for the access to education for adults. Combining working and studying can be very difficult. This is a subject to discuss with the social partner in the EU. The employers association and union can negotiate about making it possible that adults can attend classes as a part of their professional development (The Netherlands).  

· It’s important to introduce life-long-learning as a principle for the working force (The Netherlands).
· “Open University”. These institutes make it possible that students with limited time can study for a degree (The Netherlands).

D. Disseminating the learning at local level is key to this workshop: How will you report back to your decision –makers to gain visibility for the activity, to transmit the learning from this workshop and to ensure impact on local policies.

General suggestions on this subject:

1. The information of this workshop will be shared with partners on local level (The Netherlands). 

2. The outcome of this workshop will be use to write an article for the social partners (The Netherland).
3. The report on this project will be sent to the EU Parliament

4. The outcome of this workshop will be used to produce a do’s and don’t list (Italy). 

5. The possibility to enhance the participation of migrant’s parents will be share with local partners and local organisations (Italy/Crotone). 

6. The idea of social network will be introduced to the Education field in Lecce. This is a working method we can use to motive the migrants family (Italy). 
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